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What is the Buildings-GSR?

A yearly report since 2016 on the progress of the buildings and construction sector globally towards

achieving the Paris Agreement goals:

● An update on the drivers of CO2 emissions and energy demand globally and

● Status of policies, finance, technologies, and solutions that support a zero-emission, efficient, and

resilient buildings and construction sector

A collaborative effort, building a global community.

● BPIE & UCL

● International Energy Agency (IEA)

● World Bank / IFC

● Over 70 GlobalABC members and experts.

The 2022 Buildings-GSR will be published in the coming months

The Global Status Report for Buildings and Construction 
(Buildings-GSR)



Change in global drivers of trends in buildings since Paris 
Agreement in 2015

As of 2020 and compared to 2015, 

global CO2 emissions from buildings 

operations fell 10%, levels not seen 

since 2007. This decline follows an 

emissions peak in 2019. However, this 

decline appears to be temporary as 

emissions pick up again with 

increasing economic activity. 

Building energy intensity has fallen by 

5%, while floor area has increase by 

10%.

Commitments, codes and investment 

in building efficiency have risen, but 

more effort is needed.



What is a building energy code?

• Any national or subnational legislation which regulates construction 
practice with a view to limiting buildings energy use.

• For the purposes of the Buildings-GSR, a building energy code will be 
available as a standalone document or a subsection of general 
building code.

• Typically, coverage is tracked for both residential and non-residential 
sectors but not reported at this level of detail.



Examples

Nigeria Ireland



Energy Building Codes in 2021

This map is without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the delimitation of 
international frontiers and boundaries, and to the name of any territory, city, or area.

As of September 2021, 

only 43 countries had 

nationwide mandatory 

codes for both 

residential and non-

residential sectors. 

Where they are 

implemented, the codes 

are typically not aligned 

with meeting a net zero 

goal by 2050.

82% of the population 

that is to be added by 

2030 living in countries 

without any building 

energy codes or only 

voluntary codes.



Challenges/opportunities

• The existence of a building energy code does not necessarily mean it is 
enforced – can compliance be assessed at the national level?

• How might the instigation of building energy codes be used a natural 
experiment to evaluate building’s energy use and emissions?

• How can regional/municipal building energy regulations be effectively 
tracked?

• How might regulations regarding existing building’s energy use and 
emissions be incorporated in the tracking activity? 


